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From the Heart...






. . . Life Skills for Today





By Sharon L. Benedict MS, ACC
Art, Antiques, & Animals—Having fun while preserving the quality of your community
(Topic of the Month: Recreation/Entertainment)

Within your own small town community, look around to see what you may be missing. What do you find? I bet you will come up with more than just a walk in the park or going to Sonic. For Boerne, Texas, and the surrounding hill country, the holiday season is upon us; and plans for lighting up main street with holiday colors, parades, and songs are well on their way. 


When I first moved to Boerne over three years ago, I instantly connected with the world of art, antiques from crystal to cars, and animals. These are three great ways to seek out having some fun—holding onto to your budget, of course! I’m sure for anyone who has visited the hill country and, particularly, Boerne, you will see an art gallery and antique store on just about every corner. And it’s getting better everyday in quantity and quality—the best combination for growing a community’s gems of activity. 

Having fun in your own backyard is as simple as going to your local chamber of commerce and visitors/convention center websites to find gems you didn’t know existed. In Boerne, for art, just visit the Boerne Area Artists Association and Cibolo Arts Council websites for the latest and greatest of galleries, art work, and artist studios to visit. Then move onto to antiques and old stuff in all its form—from some of the finer antique shops, historical farm equipment on display at the Agricultural Heritage Center & Museum, to the annual vintage autos that show up on the Main Plaza each year. In fact, the 15th Annual Key to the Hills Antique Show is upon us this weekend. So, check it out.

Let’s not leave out the flora and fauna all around us. The hill country has a unique and valuable ecosystem needing to be enjoyed and preserved in all its diversity. Look around you and know that the rivers and countryside hold our region’s history and legacy with every hill side and valley. Right in your our own backyard are vistas above on every trail, and below ground with the delight of caves calling you. From the many varieties of birds, bats, and bobcats, the fauna is also calling you. So, spend some time walking the trails, listening to the soft whistling native grasses and the life that makes your world beautiful. 


Our beautiful region of the world is bringing many to our countryside to enjoy what we love so much. So, while we watch the hillsides continue to be developed into homes and businesses, let us never forget the essential quality of life needing protection that accompanies this growth. Let us welcome them with a solid and encompassing vision of the balance we seek—to accommodate this growth and preserve our flora, fauna, rivers, and countryside. Begin to get out there and experience the calm and wonder of nature’s gift to us right here. Then start proactively supporting those with a passion and vision to merge our heritage with our fast approaching life in the hill country.


By all means, start with the Cibolo Nature Center whose incredible legacy to Boerne and the Texas Hill Country is only beginning to be felt and given a place of honor in our community’s history going back to the early 1800s. The vision and support it offers goes far beyond just being a nice place to take a walk. The heart and soul of CNC is to leave a legacy to not only Boerne but all of Texas…a gem to preserve and treasure with each and every acre. If you don’t know much about this gem of the hill country, it’s time to find out about this heritage being gifted to each and every one of us. 


The way others view our community is not only reflected in the way we work and live our daily lives but also the way we have fun. The overall environment we offer as well as the way we seek recreation and entertainment really says it all about our community. This is what visitors and our own residents see—what is most important to our way of life. So, as you get out and have some fun with art, antiques, and animals during this upcoming holiday season, do say a thank you to those who offer these gems and find a special way to support their commitment to your very own community.
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