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From the Heart...






. . . Life Skills for Today





By Sharon L. Benedict MS, CLC

Castle Care—Home Maintenance Routines

So you are just about settled in your brand new home in the beautiful Texas hill country! You shopped around, did your homework, and found the perfect home for you and your family. You read every detail of the contract and signed on the dotted line. You then scheduled your moving day and the truck just left your driveway. You and your family then spent your weekend, week, or even months unpacking and neatly placing all your treasures in their rightful places. Now what?


For most of us, we then just go back to our daily routine---work, driving kids to school, soccer and ballet, grocery store, fixing dinner, helping kids with homework, make some phone calls, then everyone to bed. We figure the house can take care of itself for at least the first year. Right! In the meantime, we start to make a list of all the home enhancing projects we promise to do before the first year ends—an extended patio and landscaping, do some interior painting and decorating, build some storage shelves in the garage. Right!


I must admit we all have wonderful intentions, and intentions do count! Knowing how to care for our castle inside and out doesn’t always stay on the top of the to-do list, maybe except for some more meticulous A-R personalities! Yet, these personalities are the very ones that keep us more flighty partners on our toes while saving thousands of dollars every year! So how do we get with the program for taking care of our dream home and keeping it that way?

The National Association of Home Builders has some basic tips for simple tasks that keep your home functioning properly and lasting longer. 

· Clean and/or change out heating and air conditioning filters
· Keep your furnishings, walls, blinds, cabinets, countertops, floors, sinks, tubs, toilets, walls, tiles, etc. free from cumulative dust and direct. Use products that do not scratch or damage finishes.
· Make sure the outside gutters and downspouts are not clogged with leaves or other objects to improve the appearance and possibly prolong the life of siding and other exterior products.
· Read your builder’s house construction warranty to insure you know what is covered for workmanship and materials. Remember, that damage due to maintenance neglect can void the warranty (e.g. roof leak due to backed up, clogged gutters.
· Read appliances operation and warranty manuals. These items may be covered under manufacturers' warranties but not your builder’s. Improper use and maintenance neglect of these appliances (e.g. refrigerator, water heater, water softener, stove/oven, microwave, garbage disposal, shower heads) can void the manufacturing warranties as well.
For creating your own personal touch in landscaping around your home, NAHB offers these important basic tips:

· Flora & Fauna—A variety of plants and trees affect everything from your heating and cooling bills to your resale value—some surveys have put this increased value in the range of 10 to 15 percent. 
· Trees can produce shade, food, firewood or just a beautiful scene. They can also attract birds and other wildlife. 
· Choose species that will thrive under local conditions, existing sunlight and water, and are protected from possible pests. Consider focusing on native plants and habitats that will grow well and be compatible with where you live. Consult a local nursery for suggestions on what does well in Texas hill country. 
· Make landscaping decision that will give you personal enjoyment as well as provide a buffer against noise and unwanted views.
Before you step out with any elaborate project, I encourage you to make sure your “want to” is there and you are fully committed to enjoying the process. As you design your landscaping, you can get lots of ideas from your neighbors, your local nursery, books, and online websites featuring Texas hill country flora and fauna. Next issue will cover a few more home maintenance tips and basic car care routines.
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